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Speakers Profiles 
 
 

Mr. Javier Ponce, Director General, CDTI 
 

Mr. Javier Ponce is an Industrial Engineer graduated from the 
Polytechnic University of Madrid, Master in Business Administration 
(MBA) from the Instituto de Empresa (IE) and Degree in European 
Communities from the Spain’s Diplomatic School. 
 
He began his professional career in 1986 as a fellow and, later, as a 
researcher of the CSIC (Higher Council for Scientific Research). Later, 
he worked as a design engineer and later as Head of the 
Microelectronics Laboratory of the AMPER telecommunications 
group. 
 
In 1992, he joined the CDTI as a Manager of International Programmes and Spanish Delegate to 
the European Union for R & D Programs during the Framework Programs III and IV. Later positions 
are Head of the Office for the Spanish Chairmanship of the international Eureka Programme for 
Technological Cooperation (40 countries), Head of Studies & Promotion Department of the CDTI, 
Director of Operational Management and Secretary of the Board of Directors. 
 
Since 2012, he managed the global economic and financial management of the CDTI as well as the 
investment policy in capital of technological companies. In addition, he also was a Member of the 
Board of the public investment company INNVIERTE. 
 
In July 2018, he was appointed Director General of the CDTI. 
 



 

 

 
Ms. Kyoko Dateki, Director of Business Development and Industrial Relations Department, JAXA 
 
Ms. Kyoko DATEKI joined Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA, 
former NASDA) in 1997 and is currently Head of the Business 
Development and Industrial Relations Department, responsible for 
promoting new businesses to expand the industrial capabilities including 
reach-out and collaboration with new, non-aerospace players.  
 
She joined satellite development projects and International Space 
Station Program with her legal expertise on contracting and business 
standards as well as procurement management for JAXA’s aerospace 
R&D projects.  
 
 
 
 
Mr. Juan Carlos Cortés, Director of Space, Large Research Infrastructures and Dual Programs, 
CDTI 
 
Juan Carlos Cortés is Aeronautical Engineer from the Polytechnic 
University of Madrid (UPM), specializing in aircraft and propulsion. He has 
a Master's Degree in Business Administration, has completed the 
Executive Development program at the Institute for Higher Studies of 
Business (IESE / PDD) and has a diploma from the Higher Center for 
National Defense Studies (CESEDEN) in the National Defense Course. 
 
He began his professional activity in 1990, after spending several 
companies in the private sector in the aerospace field, he joined the 
National Institute of Aerospace Technology (INTA) as a flight test engineer, 
working in the "Eurofighter" Program, in the development of remotely 
manned aircraft (DRONES) and in the Armament and Experimentation Logistics Center (CLAEX) of 
the Air Force. 
 
He joined the CDTI in 1996 as a member of the Spanish Delegation to the European Space Agency 
(ESA), participating as a delegate in practically all the organization's committees and in its Council. 
Within the CDTI he has held different positions - Head of the Space Department, Head of the 
Aeronautical Department, Director of Aerospace Programs, Director of Global Innovative Markets, 
Director of International Programs and Director of European Programs, Space and Technological 
Returns. 
 
He is currently Director of Space, Large Facilities and Dual Programs at CDTI. He is Vice President of 
ESA and member of its Council, representative in various space groups of the European 
Commission and member of the Board of Directors of the company Hispasat S.A. 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
Mr. Víctor Parro, Principal researcher Molecular Evolution Department, CAB 
 
Prof. Victor Parro, current director of Centro de Astrobiologia (CAB, 
CSIC-INTA), got his PhD in Biological Sciences from the Universidad 
Autónoma de Madrid, Spain, specialized in molecular and 
environmental microbiology. 
 
Expertise on the analysis of gene expression in bacteria and 
exploration of microbial diversity, molecular biomarkers 
(metaproteomics and lipid forensic), and metabolisms in shallow and 
deep subsurface. He leads the multidisciplinary research group 
Biomolecules in Planetary Exploration, to investigate the presence 
and preservation of biomolecules in environments of astrobiological 
interest and to develop antibody microarray-based sensors (LDChip, 
Life Detector Chip) and the SOLID (Signs Of Life Detector) instrument 
for in situ search for life in planetary exploration. 
 
Principal investigator of multiple national and European projects, co-I and collaborator in several 
NASA funded projects, has led and participated in several field campaigns to extreme 
environments (Rio Tinto, Atacama, High Arctic, Antarctica), and has co-authored more than 100 
research articles and co-inventor of 11 patent methods 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Mar Fernández, Key Account Manager of Space, Airbus Defense & Space Spain  
 
Ms. Fernández is an Aerospace Engineer with several Master 
degrees related to Business Administration and Technological and 
Industrial Organization.  
 
She joined Airbus, former CASA Espacio, in 1989, starting her 
working career in the Engineering Department.  All through these 
years, she has had the chance to work in several departments like 
Strategy, Finance, Program Management and Marketing and Sales.   
 
Since 2017 she is the KAM of Space in Spain: she takes care of the 
relationship with the Spanish Administration for Space related 
business and she represents the Institutional Customer Voice within 
Airbus Space Systems. 
 
 
  



 
 
 
Ms. Mariella Graziano, Executive Director of Strategy and Business Development of Flight 
Systems and Robotics, GMV Aerospace & Defense 
 
Ms. Mariella Graziano is an Aerospace Engineer from the University La 
Sapienza of Rome.  
 
She started her professional career working for a small Italian 
technology related company. In 1996 she moved to The Netherlands 
working for the European Space Agency in the area of system 
engineering. 
 
In 1999 she started working for GMV in Spain in the area of mission and 
space system analysis. Within GMV Mariella assumed different technical 
and managerial responsibility. In 2007 she was been appointed as 
Executive Director of a new business unit, Space Segment and 
Robotics. From May 2021 she is the responsible of the GMV 
International Strategy coordination and business development within the Space Systems and 
Robotics domains. 
 
She is honoured to be member of the International Academy of Astronautics (IAA). She is associate 
and chairman of many international associations. Among those, Women In Aerospace Europe, IAC 
Exploration Committee, AIAA Planetary Defence Committee, IAF Global Exploration Conference, 
etc. 
 
 
 
Mr. Raúl Torres, CEO and Co-founder, Payload Aerospace 
 
Mr. Raul Torres, a 34-year-old Spanish entrepreneur, is CEO and co-
founder of PLD Space, the Spanish launcher company that will 
provide scientific and commercial access to space for small 
satellites and payloads. 
 
Raul holds a degree in Biological Sciences from the University of 
Alicante and also has studies in Aerospace Engineering from the 
Polytechnic University of Valencia. 
 
In 2011, Raúl Torres founded, together with Raúl Verdú, PLD Space. 
The company closed its first initial investment round in 2013, with 
an investment of 1 million euros and with the participation of 
Business Angels and public institutions (CDTI). During last years, PLD 
Space has closed €22 million in a series investment rounds. 
 
In April 2019, the recovery test of a demonstrator of the first stage of the MIURA 5 orbital 
launcher was carried out, in which the Spanish Army collaborated with support from a Chinook 
helicopter. This test, framed within a project for the development of future launchers (FLPP) of the 
European Space Agency (ESA), with the support of CDTI, had the purpose of validating the 
recovery system of MIURA 5. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Mr. Akihisa Dambara, CDTI Chief representative in Japan and moderator of the webinar 
 
Mr. Dambara is the Director of CDTI Japan office since 1997 after 
working for ten years at Madrid office of a global consulting firm 
where he joined the various alliance projects between Spanish and 
Japanese companies. 
 
After joining CDTI, Mr. Dambara has been providing his support 
services to Spanish companies in the settlement of joint 
development projects with Japanese entities,  
 
He was involved also in the settlement of various institutional 
agreements to enhance jointly the cooperation between Spain and 
Japan in the field of Science and Technology, such as CDTI and NEDO Cooperation Agreement 
(2008) or the Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement between Japanese Government 
and Spanish Government (2010).  
 
 


